Stateside 


It's  Spring  again  ... 

The  announeement  concerning  the  VIScorp 
takeover  took  the  entire  world,  not  to  mention 
the  US,  by  surprise.  Wtwle  some,  after  the 
fact,  said  tbev  saw  it  conning,  the  vast  majorny  was  stunned  by  the 
news.  Almost  irrnnedrately,  ViScorp's  p^onnel,  including  former 
Amiga  Oaip  and  Commodore  guru  Carl  Sassenrath.  moved  to  allay 
people's  fears  about  the  future  of  the  Amiga,  but  the  revelation  pro¬ 
duced  a  broad  sfreefrum  rrf  reactions  among  Amiga  users,  develop¬ 
ers  aod  dealers- 

So.  what  do  we  know  about  VIScorp?  Precious  little.  The  public 
information  is  that  they  in  the  second  generation  of  their  sole 
product,  the  ED  set-top  device.  This  second  generation  uses  parts  of 
the  Amiga  technology  they  licensed  from  Escom  and  will  now  own. 
The  ED  has  undergone  small  test-markets,  but  has  not  reached  a 
mass  marketing  scale  as  of  yet.  As  for  more  specific  financial  details, 
these  have  been  hard  to  come  by  as  VIScorp  has  not  been  a  publicly 
traded  company  for  very  long, 

VIScorp  has  made  it  quite  clear  that  their  top  priority  is  the  pro¬ 
duction,  promotion,  and  sale  of  set-top  box  solutions  to  home  net¬ 
working  and  entertainment.  Press  releases  and  statements  from 
VIScorp  have  indicated  that  Amiga  computer  production,  research, 
and  development  will  continue  through  Amiga  Technologies,  which 
will  operate  as  the  computer  branch  of  VIScorp.  While  no  official 
release  to  date  has  mentioned  the  PowerAmiga  or  Walker  specifical¬ 
ly,  everyone  is  hoping  (and  banking)  that  VIScorp  will  not  kill  these 
wo  r  ks-i  n-progre  s  s . 

Reactions  from  many  North  American  industry  figures  have  been 
positive.  Retalters  seem  content  to  keep  doing  business  as  usual 
and  are  hoping  for  new  developments.  Companies  like  Oregon 
Research,  makers  of  Termite  and  North  American  distributors  for 
HtSoft  and  IVtaxon,  and  Nova  Design,  authors  of  ImageFX  2.B,  are 
hopeful  that  American  ownership  will  bring  increased  support  and 
awareness  of  the-active  but  often  neglected  Amiga  industry  in  the 
New  World.  And  large  international  user  organisations  such  as 
the  International  Amiga  Society  and  Team  Amiga  are  using  the 
news  to  rally  their  members  together  in  a  display  of  unity  for  the 
new  company. 

The  world  did  not  stand  still  waiting  for  this  to  happen.  Some  of 
the  world's  most  popular  high-end  graphics  programs  are  getting 
new  life  as  well.  Not  only  has  Nova  Design  just  announced  ImageFX 
Z6,  hut  they  have  acquired  Aladdiin4D,  the  classic  3D  graphics  pack¬ 
age,  and  will  be  revamping  the  product  and  releasing  it  some  time 
near  Fall. 

Questar  Productions'  lAforld  Construction  Set  V2  Prerelease  is  now 
available,  This  version,  a  not-quite-compieted  product,  is  sold  at  a 
lower  price  than  the  full  V2.0  will  be  made  available  at,  and  comes 
with  a  coupon  for  a  free  upgrade  to  the  full  version  upon  its  comple¬ 
tion.  vycs  has  set  a  standard  for  scenery  generation  and  animation 
on  rnultiple  platforms,  but  Questar  seems  sincere  about  their  contin¬ 
uing  support  of  the  Amiga, 

The  Wonder  Computers  Inc.  bankruptcy  has  been  completed,  and 
the  assets  of  the  company  have  been  auctioned  off,  Former  Wonder 
CEO  Mark  Habinski  rstsed  enough  capital  through  outside  invest¬ 
ment  to  purchase  the  inventory  of  the  chain's  two  largest  stores  as 
well  as  the  corporate  HQ,  Armed  with  these  properties,  the  first  new 
Wonder  Computers  International  dealership  will  be  opening  in  May  in 
Ottawa,  Canada,  with  a  companion  sales  office  in  Vancouver.  The 
other  four  Wonder  stores  were  auctioned  off  to  other  dealers,  with 
two  of  the  four  potentially  rejoining  the  Wonder  fold  in  the  near 
future.  Lazarus  Engineering,  formerty  a  division  of  Wonder  Computer 
Inc,  purchased  Wonder's  intellectual  property  rights  and  will  develop 
and  sell  its  product  tine  as  an  independent  entity. 

The  company  to  watch  is  now  VIScorp.  I  hope  we're  not  having 
another  crisis  next  April. 

Jason  Compton  is  editor  of  Amiga  Report,  based  in  Chicago. 


Pop  and  Dance 
Demos  Wanted 

Friendly  Records  are  looking  for  commercial  quality  pop  and  dance  tracks 
for  release  on  their  label.  Chart-friendly  hard  dance  seems  to  be  the  order 
of  the  day.  with  Technohead's  "I  Wanna  Be  A  Hippy"  cited  as  an  example 
of  the  type  of  tracks  they  are  looking  for.  If  you  have  something  to  offer, 
call  Anthony  Jermaine  at  Friendly  Records  on  01  Si  542  23Q1 . 


Blittersoft  pre-empt 

A4000T  release 


Not  satisfied  with  waiting  for  the 
A4000T  to  come  into  the  country 
Blittersoft  are  making  their  own, 
Called  the  A4000TE  it  is  a  custom 
casing  with  a  basic  motherboard, 
2Mb  Chip  RAM,  4Mb  Fast  RAM 
and  options  on  a  1Gb  hard  drive, 
060,  CD-ROM  Drive,  Graphics 
board  etc.  You  say  what  you  want 


and  they'll  put  it  in.  Like  the  Escom 
shops'  money  off  deal  Blittersoft 
are  O'ffering  an  old  machine  trade 
in,  In  fact  two  trade  ins  are  on 
offer:  one  will  give  you  £100  off  by 
trading  in  an  A500,  the  second  will 
give  you  £200  off  an  A4000T/TE  if 
you  trade  in  an  A 1200.  Blittersoft 
are  on  01 908  261  488, 


Pro  music  recording  gets  boost 

David  Pleasance's  Tangent  Music  Design  is  testing  a  brand  new  Amiga 
based  professional  recording  system  for  the  A4000.  According  to 
Tangent  Design's  Ed  Fermor,  Silicon  Studio  is  a  complete  recording 
system  that  literally  takes  over  the  A4000,  It's  a  high  end  product  that 
will  produce  up  to  24  tracks  at  better  than  CD  quality  and  while  the 
price  tag  will  be  high  (expected  to  be  over  £10k  for  a  full  system)  it  will 
appeal  to  professional  studios,  This  is  the  first  integrated  system  of  its 
kind  on  Amiga  and  Should  make  the  platform  popular  in  studios.  Silicon 
Studio  is  being  developed  by  a  UK  team  consisting  of  William  James, 
Simon  Jenkins,  Mark  Nixon,  Peter  Corlett  and  Simon  Goodwin."  It  is 
based  around  a  newly  developed  20'bit  audio  card  with  1 28  times  over- 
sampling  on  input  and  balanced  XLR  inputs  and  outputs.  "It  sounds 
very  interesting"  said  Tony  Morgan,  our  music  expert.  More  on  this 
soon.  If  you  want  to  contact  the  Silicon  Studio  team  for  more  informa¬ 
tion  you  can  EMAIL  them  on:  cu@silicon.studio.co.uk. 


Amiga  Top  1 0 

Supplied  by  HMV 
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Title 

Publisher  | 

1 

Satis  1  World  Of  Soccar  95/96 

Warner 

2 

Worms 

Ocean 

3 

Premier  Manager  3  Deluxe 

Greitilin 

4 

Plav«r  IVIanager  2  Extrs  Tims 

Virgin 

5 

!  Ultimate  Soccer  fVlansgsr 

Sierra 

6 

Tactical  Manager 

Ocean 

7 

Fantesy  meneger 

Hit  Squad 

8 

Sensible  Golf 

Virgin 

9 

Syndicate 

EA 

10 

Ultimate  Soocer  Manager  95/96 

Sierra 

_ 

